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The 2020 General Election in Taiwan and Sino-Malaysian Relations 

 

On Taiwan’s next general election in 2020, a number of questions on Terry Gou’s 

participation in the presidential race was raised: why Terry Gou as a business person 

is running for election; how could that bring change to Taiwan’s politics; and what is 

the real motive behind Gou’s participation. EAI scholars agree that this is good 

opportunity for him to run the election as dissatisfaction with Tsai Ing-wen’s 

administration is so high that any credible candidate from the major opposition party, 

Kuomintang (KMT), is likely to win the election. 

 

EAI experts highlighted that it is interesting while not perfect to compare Terry Gou 

with Donald Trump. Gou is the richest man in Taiwan as well as a long-term 

supporter of the KMT. When KMT assets were frozen by the Democratic Progressive 

Party (DPP) government, Gou helped the KMT by providing financial aid. Like the 

Republican Party in the United States, the Taiwan public tend to believe that KMT 

represents the powerful and the rich in Taiwan. On the other hand, DPP bears slight 

resemblance to the Democratic Party in the United States, which is very progressive.  

If Terry Gou becomes Taiwan’s president, it is likely to divide the Taiwanese. EAI 

experts believe that Terry Gou would govern like Ma Ying-jeou who prioritises 

economic development to democracy. Terry Gou does not talk about progressive 

issues like lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues as he is conservative and 

Confucianism inclined. 

 

Gou’s participation also marks Taiwan’s first that a businessman is running for a 

presidential election. Gou’s management style would shed light on how Taiwan would 

be run if he is elected. Gou is known to be a tough manager. If elected, given his 

strong leadership in the company, the vacuum left by him would pose uncertainties to 

the future of the company. On China’s side, Beijing has made no comment on 

Taiwan’s election. One argument held by DPP is that Gou is supported by China. In 

reality, any businessman doing business in China would have to be close to China as 

most foreign investors would be. However, Gou’s public image in the Mainland and 

Taiwan is not faultless as a series of suicides of his workers in his factory premises 

had been reported widely across the Strait several years before. 


