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Are China’s young people becoming more nationalistic? Public opinion surveys paint a
more nuanced picture. This question can be explored in two ways. Firstly, are young people
in China more nationalistic than their older counterparts? Generally, the answer is no. Young
Chinese often exhibit lower levels of national identity and loyalty compared to their elders.
They are also less likely to support the use of force against Taiwan and tend to have a more
favourable view of the United States’ role in the global arena. Secondly, are today’s Chinese
youth more nationalistic than those from a decade ago? The answer may be yes, as
nationalism in Chinese society appears to have grown, particularly throughout the 2010s.
Survey data show increased national pride, alongside a marked decline in the perception of
the United States as a model for China’s future development across all age groups. In
conclusion, while young Chinese are not more nationalistic than older generations, they
might be more so than their peers from 10 years ago in certain respects.

(Click on the link to read the above in French and Spanish)

Date of Publication: 31 December 2024



French:
LES JEUNES CHINOIS DEVIENNENT-ILS PLUS NATIONALISTES?:
APERCUS DES ENQUETES D'OPINION

Les jeunes Chinois deviennent-ils plus nationalistes ? Les enquétes d'opinion publique
dressent un tableau plus nuancé. Cette question peut étre explorée de deux manieres. La
premicre consiste a savoir si les jeunes en Chine sont plus nationalistes que leurs ainés. En
général, la réponse est non. Les jeunes Chinois manifestent souvent des degrés d'identité et
de loyauté nationale inférieurs a ceux de leurs ainés. Ils sont également moins susceptibles
de soutenir I'utilisation de la force contre Taiwan et ont tendance a avoir une vision plus
favorable du role des Etats-Unis au niveau mondial. La deuxiéme consiste a identifier si les
jeunes Chinois sont aujourd'hui plus nationalistes que ceux d'il y a dix ans. La réponse
pourrait étre positive, car le nationalisme dans la société chinoise semble avoir augmenté,
en particulier au cours des années 2010. Les données des enquétes montrent une fierté
nationale accrue, parallélement & une baisse marquée de la perception des Etats-Unis
comme mod¢le pour le développement futur de la Chine, et ce, dans toutes les tranches
d'age. En conclusion, bien que les jeunes Chinois ne soient pas plus nationalistes que les
générations plus agées, ils pourraient I'étre davantage que leurs pairs d'il y a 10 ans a certains
¢gards.

Spanish:
.SE ESTAN VOLVIENDO MAS NACIONALISTAS LOS JOVENES CHINOS?:
PERSPECTIVAS DE ENCUESTAS DE OPINION PUBLICA

(Se estan volviendo mas nacionalistas los jévenes en China? Las encuestas de opinion
publica pintan un cuadro mas matizado. Esta pregunta se puede explorar de dos maneras.
En primer lugar, ;son los jovenes en China mas nacionalistas que sus contrapartes mayores?
En general, la respuesta es no. Los jovenes chinos a menudo muestran menores niveles de
identidad nacional y lealtad en comparacion con sus mayores. También son menos
propensos a apoyar el uso de la fuerza contra Taiwan y tienden a tener una vision mas
favorable del papel de los Estados Unidos en el ambito global. En segundo lugar, ;son los
jovenes chinos de hoy mas nacionalistas que los de hace una década? La respuesta puede
ser si, ya que el nacionalismo en la sociedad china parece haber crecido, particularmente a
lo largo de la década de 2010. Los datos de las encuestas muestran un aumento en el orgullo
nacional, junto con un marcado declive en la percepcion de los Estados Unidos como un
modelo para el desarrollo futuro de China en todos los grupos de edad. En conclusion,
aunque los jovenes chinos no son mas nacionalistas que las generaciones mayores, podrian
serlo mas que sus pares de hace 10 afios en ciertos aspectos.



Executive Summary

Many observers and media reports suggest that China’s young generation is

becoming increasingly nationalistic.

Multiple waves of public opinion surveys track changes over time and across age

groups, providing a systematic way to assess the validity of this view.

In cross-generational comparisons, analyses show that the nationalism of Chinese
youth is lower than that of older generations. For instance, their pride in being
Chinese has diminished; they demonstrate less unconditional loyalty to the country

and are more willing to live in other countries.

The Taiwan issue is one of the most hawkish topics in China’s foreign policy and a
key source of nationalistic sentiment among the Chinese public. However, data
indicates that the younger generation is more opposed to using force to unify Taiwan

compared to the older generation.

In China’s nationalistic propaganda, the United States is portrayed negatively as
China’s biggest opponent. However, young Chinese are more likely to believe that

the United States plays a positive role in the world and Asia.

The younger generations view the United States as having a more positive impact
on China. Additionally, a larger proportion of young people believe that the United

States should serve as a model for China’s future development.

However, young people today might be more nationalistic than those from over a
decade ago in some respects, as overall nationalism in Chinese society appears to

have risen, particularly during the 2010s.

The Chinese government may want to be mindful of the generational differences in
values. When formulating foreign policy, it is crucial not to overlook the

perspectives of younger, more globally aware citizens.
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