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If the sharp increase in Chinese nationals living in Japan continues, the number could reach
one million within the next two years. This growing wave of migration is largely driven by
China’s middle class and wealthy individuals, who are attracted to Japan’s stable political
environment, robust social insurance system and appealing property market—especially in
Tokyo, where luxury real estate is favourably priced due to the weak yen. Business
management and tech visas have become popular entry routes, with a 51.4% increase in the
former since 2018 and a 30% rise in the latter over the past four years. Despite challenges
like strict currency controls in China, many migrants find ways to transfer funds, including
by leveraging global business connections. Culturally, Japan’s use of Kanji and the option
to adopt Japanese names make daily life easier for Chinese migrants. This influx is
welcomed by many Japanese, particularly liberals and those in the private sector, who see
it as a much-needed boost to Japan’s ageing society. With shared cultural ties and a focus
on the future, Chinese migration to Japan is reshaping the social and economic landscapes
of both nations.
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French:
LA MIGRATION CHINOISE AU JAPON

Si la forte augmentation du nombre de ressortissants chinois vivant au Japon se poursuit,
leur nombre pourrait atteindre un million d'ici deux ans. Cette vague migratoire croissante
est en grande partie alimentée par la classe moyenne et les riches chinois, attirés par la
stabilit¢ politique du Japon, son systéme d'assurance sociale robuste et son marché
immobilier attrayant. C’est particulierement le cas a Tokyo, ou les prix de I'immobilier de
luxe sont avantageux en raison de la faiblesse du yen. Les visas de management d'entreprise
et technologiques sont devenus des voies d'entrée populaires, avec une augmentation
respective de 51,4 % depuis 2018 et de 30 % au cours des quatre dernic¢res années. Malgré
des défis tels que le contrdle strict des changes en Chine, de nombreux migrants trouvent
des moyens de transférer des fonds, notamment en tirant parti de relations d’affaires
développées au niveau mondial. Culturellement, ’utilisation des Kanji au Japon et la
possibilité d’adopter des noms japonais facilitent la vie quotidienne des migrants chinois.
Cet afflux est bien accueilli par de nombreux Japonais, en particulier les libéraux et les
acteurs du secteur privé, qui y voient un coup de pouce indispensable a la société
vieillissante du Japon. Grace a des liens culturels partagés et a une orientation vers I’avenir,
la migration chinoise vers le Japon remode¢le les paysages économiques et sociaux des deux

pays.
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Spanish:
MIGRACION CHINA A JAPON

Si continua el fuerte aumento de ciudadanos chinos que viven en Japon, el namero podria
llegar al millén en los proximos dos afos. Esta creciente ola de migracion estd impulsada
en gran medida por la clase media y las personas ricas de China, que se sienten atraidas por
el entorno politico estable de Japon, su solido sistema de seguro social y su atractivo
mercado inmobiliario, especialmente en Tokio, donde los bienes raices de lujo tienen
precios favorables debido a la debilidad del yen. . Las visas de gestion empresarial y
tecnoldgicas se han convertido en rutas de entrada populares, con un aumento del 51,4% en
las primeras desde 2018 y un aumento del 30% en las segundas en los ultimos cuatro afios.
A pesar de desafios como los estrictos controles cambiarios en China, muchos migrantes
encuentran formas de transferir fondos, incluso aprovechando las conexiones comerciales
globales. Culturalmente, el uso japonés del kanji y la opcion de adoptar nombres japoneses
facilitan la vida diaria de los inmigrantes chinos. Esta afluencia es bienvenida por muchos
japoneses, particularmente los liberales y aquellos en el sector privado, quienes la ven como
un impulso muy necesario para la envejecida sociedad japonesa. Con lazos culturales
compartidos y un enfoque en el futuro, la migracion china a Japon estd remodelando los
paisajes sociales y econdmicos de ambas naciones.



Executive Summary

According to the Japanese Immigration Service Agency, 821,838 Chinese nationals
were residing in Japan in 2023, a 13% increase from 2022. The 2023 figure indicated
an approximately 60,000-person increase from 2022, the single largest annual

increase in recent history.

In the current wave of migration, the proximity of China to Japanese cities and
Tokyo’s luxury property market, featuring low property prices due to the weak yen,
have become convenient choices for well-off Chinese individuals who are keen to

invest in properties.

The influx of Chinese into Japan is especially pronounced among business
management visa holders, a 51.4% increase over the last six years (2018-2024). This
visa category requires a minimal investment of US$32,000 in a Japanese company

with a permanent office and at least two employees.

Chinese individuals who came in through the tech visa routes are often software
engineers, registering an increase of 30% between 2019 and 2023 to more than
10,000 persons. This makes them eligible to apply for permanent residency in Japan
as fast as within a year under a point system that privileges those with high salaries

and advanced university degrees.

Japan’s stable political scene, strong medical and social insurance, and property

ownership are attractive for the Chinese.

Culturally, the partial use of Chinese characters in the Japanese writing system
(known as the Kanji) are advantageous for Chinese migrants going about their daily

lives in Japan.

However, Chinese migrants face financial obstacles when migrating to Japan or
anywhere else as the state permits only US$50,000 foreign currency to exit China

for each citizen yearly in order to stem capital flight.



10.

Chinese migrants had to turn to underground banks and art auctions to move their
cash. Some Chinese property buyers circumvent government regulations through
global business operations or overseas investments with bank accounts while others
do it through friends and relatives to carry cash incrementally over months to Japan

or other countries.

Many Chinese adopt a Japanese name on legal records, using either Japanese
pronunciations of their Chinese characters or a new alias for daily convenience in
Japan, maintaining a low profile to stay off the grid in China where their family

members and relatives still reside.
Liberals in Japan are particularly supportive of Chinese migration as they see it as

an opportunity to revive the stagnant Japanese economy with the influx of new ideas

and capital.
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