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The 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) held its third plenum
from 15 to 18 July 2024 after a delay of over seven months, reflecting possible leadership
disputes over reform policies. The Plenum proposed over 300 reforms to be completed by
2029, indicating plans for CPC General Secretary Xi Jinping’s continued leadership into a
potential fourth term.

The plenum outlined ambitions for advancing industries, technology and business
environments but lacked immediate solutions for economic issues such as deflation and
debt. Key reforms include promoting private sector growth, urban-rural land market
integration and technological upgrades in strategic industries like Al and biomedicine.
Military reshuffles were notable, with the removal of several high-ranking officials due to
corruption probes, showcasing Xi’s ongoing anti-corruption efforts.

The geopolitical context, particularly tensions with the United States, also influenced the
plenum’s decisions, emphasising national security and technological self-reliance.

Overall, the plenum aimed to modernise China’s economy and governance, but its limited
immediate economic impact and the continuation of Xi’s centralisation efforts may have
broader implications for China’s future reforms and global relations.
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French:

TROISIEME PLENUM 2024 EN CHINE : A LA RECHERCHE D’UN
CONSENSUS SUR LES REFORMES FACE AU RALENTISSEMENT
ECONOMIQUE

Le 20e Comité central du Parti communiste chinois (PCC) a tenu sa troisiéme session
pléniére du 15 au 18 juillet 2024 apres un retard de plus de sept mois, reflétant d'éventuels
conflits de direction sur les politiques de réforme. Le Plénum a proposé plus de 300
réformes a achever d’ici 2029, révélant une volonté de prolonger le Secrétaire général du
PCC Xi Jinping sur un éventuel quatriéme mandat.

Le plénum a présenté des ambitions industrielles, technologiques ainsi que sur
I’amélioration du climat des affaires, mais il a manqué de solutions immédiates aux
problémes économiques tels que la déflation et la dette. Les réformes clés comprennent la
promotion de la croissance du secteur privé, I’intégration du marché foncier urbain-rural et
des améliorations technologiques dans des secteurs stratégiques comme I'TA et la
biomédecine. Les remaniements au sein de 1’appareil militaire ont été notables, avec la
destitution de plusieurs hauts fonctionnaires en raison d’enquétes pour corruption,
démontrant les efforts continus de Xi en mati¢re de lutte contre la corruption.

Le contexte géopolitique, notamment les tensions avec les Etats-Unis, a également
influencé les décisions du plénum, a travers 1’accent sur la sécurité nationale et 1’autonomie
technologique.



Dans I’ensemble, le plénum visait a moderniser 1’économie et la gouvernance de la Chine,
mais son impact économique limit¢ dans I’immédiat et la poursuite des efforts de
centralisation de Xi pourraient avoir des implications plus larges sur les futures réformes et
les relations internationales de la Chine.

Spanish:
TERCER PLENO DE CHINA 2024: BUSCANDO CONSENSO DE REFORMA EN
LA DESACELERACION ECONOMICA

El XX Comité Central del Partido Comunista de China (PCC) celebr6 su tercer pleno del
15 al 18 de julio de 2024 después de un retraso de mas de siete meses, lo que refleja posibles
disputas de liderazgo sobre las politicas de reforma. El Pleno propuso mas de 300 reformas
que se completarian para 2029, lo que indica planes para que el secretario general del PCC,
Xi Jinping, contintie con el liderazgo hasta un posible cuarto mandato.

El pleno esbozd ambiciones para el avance de las industrias, la tecnologia y los entornos
empresariales, pero careci6 de soluciones inmediatas para problemas economicos como la
deflacion y la deuda. Las reformas clave incluyen la promocién del crecimiento del sector
privado, la integracion del mercado de tierras urbanas y rurales y las actualizaciones
tecnolodgicas en industrias estratégicas como la inteligencia artificial y la biomedicina. Las
reorganizaciones militares fueron notables, con la destitucion de varios funcionarios de alto
rango debido a investigaciones de corrupcion, lo que demuestra los continuos esfuerzos
anticorrupcion de Xi.

El contexto geopolitico, en particular las tensiones con Estados Unidos, también influy6 en
las decisiones del pleno, enfatizando la seguridad nacional y la autosuficiencia tecnoldgica.

En general, el pleno tenia como objetivo modernizar la economia y la gobernanza de China,
pero su limitado impacto econdmico inmediato y la continuacion de los esfuerzos de
centralizacion de Xi pueden tener implicaciones mas amplias para las futuras reformas y las
relaciones globales de China.



Executive Summary

The Communist Party of China (CPC) released a resolution document after its Third
Plenum in July 2024, outlining known ambitions from developing advanced
industries to improving business environment, with no sign of an imminent shift in

economic structure.

The Plenum demanded breakthroughs in reform, development and technology by

2029, setting the stage for a fourth term for CPC General Secretary Xi (2027-2032).

It did not provide clear solutions to economic headwinds like prolonged deflation,
property crisis, surging debt, weak consumer and business sentiment, and trade

frictions with major trade partners.

Instead of boosting consumer demand, the Plenum reasserted China’s quest for
“new productive forces”, a term that envisions scientific research and technological

upgrades of the country’s industrial complex.

The Plenum reinforced China’s state-led model of boosting economy, export,
science and technology, which has gone head-to-head with the United States and
European countries that launched technological sanctions and tariff wars against

China.

The Plenum removed former foreign minister Qin Gang, former defence minister Li
Shangfu and former PLA (People’s Liberation Army) Rocket Force commander Li
Yuchao from the CPC Central Committee.

Aggressive shuffling in the PLA could be a testament to the political insecurity felt
by the top leadership. The ongoing massive purges may affect the PLA’s readiness

to engage in wars.



In recent years, as China’s economy bids farewell to rapid growth, reform and
opening have entered the “deep water zone” where virtually all new adjustments

could be painful and bring shocks.
The Third Plenum aimed to seek consensus within the Party, but intra-Party

divergences over economic and foreign policies will remain as China’s economic

downturn continues.
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